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CONFIDENTIAL ™} 12 June 1945,

Commander L3I Group FORTY-THREE.
Commander-in-Chief, United States Flect.

(1) Commander LST Flotilla FIFTEEN }OI‘U 78.1.18).
52 Commander Amphibious Group SIX (CTG 78.1). .
3) Commander SEVENTH Amphibious Force (CTF 72).
(4) Commander SEVENTH Fleet.

Subject s Action Report - OBUE SIX Operation - lorotai to
Brunei Bay, Bormeo.

References: (a) Article 874(6), U.S. Navy Regulations, 1920.
(b) Com7thPhib C/L Serial 0563 of 10 March 1945,
(c) ComPhibGroupSIX G/L Serial 0241 of 31 May 1945.
(d)ComPhibGroupSIX Attack Order Ko. Ab606=45.
(e) ComPhibGroupSIX Movement and Approach Order
No. A605-45.
(f) ComLSTFlotl5 Landing Attack Order lo. l-45.

4

nclosures: ) (A) Loading Report for LSTs of Assault Unit ihites-7.5
_AB) Disposition of ships in Cruising Formation lNoe 64-p, |
_~(C) Disposition of Ships in Approach Formation Nos 6s.p ¥

PART 1.
Ships included in Commander Amphibious Group SIX Attack Urder Noe

AGOG=45 left Morotai at 1230 on 4 June 1945 and formed in cruising
formation No. & (Bnclosure (B)). Coumander Amphibious Group SIX
(Crc 72.1) in USS ROCKY MOUNT was Officer in Tactical Command of the
formation, using his flagship as guide. :

The destination of this Task Organization was Brunei Bay, Borneo,
on @ mission of amphibious assault landings at three points; (1) on
southern coast of Labuan Island in vicinity of Victoria Harbor (Brown
Beach), (2) on the mainland in vicinity of Cape Polompong and Bitang
(Green Beach), and (3) on Maura Island (White Beachj, All landings
were to be made simultancously at 0915 (I) on 10 June 1945.

Preliminary bombardment by Navy and Army Air Force was scheduled
and carried out according to reference (d). Minesweeping and demolition
units were also provided for in the same reference. Reports received
prior to the invasion showed good results obtained from all preliminary

oporations with almost negligible oppositiaon,
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Subject: Action Report - UBUE SIX Uperation - Morotai to
Brunei Bay, Borneo,

PART 1I.

Upon getting underway ships were assigned positions and times for
reaching the rendezvous point. lhen the signal from the Officer in
Tactical Comuand to form Cruising Formation No. 6 was executed, ships
took their relative positions from the guide (USS ROCKY MUUNT). This
formation, with slight varialions when in dangerous waters, was rain-
tained until the signal was reccived to form Approach Formation No. 6
at 1630 on 9 June. The position of White Assault Unit was as shown in
enclosures (A) and (B).

Inroute to objective there was no actual contact with enciy forces.
Reports of radar and sound contacts were received from escort vessels,
but none of these reports developed into attacks by the enouy.

Upon reaching point Pork (05-08-00 N, 115-04-00 L) units of Brown
Asgault Unit and Green Assault Unit proceeded to their respective areas
and Commander LST Group FORIY-THREEL was assigned tactical commpnd of
Jhite Assault Unit, Courses were followed in compliance with the schee
duled route to White Assault area. At peint Stealt (05-04~57 N, 115=10=
00 L)Commander Transport Division 103 was ordered to detach his unit of
5 APds and proceed via :ilternate route to Point Frankfurter (05-01-30 N,
115=10=48 B), The romainder of White Assault Unit proceeded in a two
colum formation to White Assault area. Upan reaching point Frankfurter
this unit was ordered to proceed independently to areas previously
directed.

The order to "Land the Landing Craft" came at 0805 and LSTs 751,
667 and 584 immediately commenced launching LVTs and LCVPs assigned for
assault waves into White Beach. The dispatching station on the line of
departure for boat waves was controlled by Commander Task Unit 7E.1l.43
and waves one, two and three were dispatched on schedule. During pre-
liminary arrangements and lining up of boat waves, the support unit of
10Is made runs and fired rockets along the beach line of White Beaeh.
Bombardment from larger ships was being conducted from outside the
immediate area. As the boat waves epproached the line of departure and
werc dispatched, the second assault of rocket firing craft approeched
the target area. Simmlbtaneous bombardment of the beaching ares was
carried out by rocket firing eraft, larger vessels guns, and six B-24b
bombs. The order to lift the firing away from the beach was signaled
by two red smoke flares when {he first wave was 800 yards fronm thw
beachs All firing from the ILIs did not cease immediately upon signal
causing a slight hesitancy in the first wave to hit the beach.

There was no enesy opposition encountered on White Beach and
landing waves proceeded inland immediately. Vhen Hed Beach, wiich
joined White Beach to the South, was pronounced secure, Commander LST
Group FORTY-THRES proceeded thero to carry out his duties as 13T
Beaching Officer, Red Beach.,




Action Aeport - UBUE SIX Operation - lorotui to
Brunei Ba, Dormicos

Due to unsatisfactory Leoching conditions bebwecn pievrs 3 and 4, the
assigned area for beaching ICIs and 1SMs, all ships had to bezch om Sapo
Point within an area of about 150 yards. The beach was a rmss of heavy logs
and debris which had not been clearly showm on reconnaissance photoge
Bxtreme difficulty was encountered in clearing the beach to malle it passable
far vehicles unloading from landing shipse The first ship to beach was L3M
203, and wilh only one small bull dozer aboard, this ship was delayed in
unloeding due to co.xdi'c.i ns of +'10 ocach. LI 701 unloaded persomel and
gear at pler 3, and L3N .L(»u beached later alongside LuM ;3()3.

An unscheduled uui.a.,, (LT 71; could not raise her anchor) necessitated
tlie beaching of LST 667 ahead of L3T 574. As most of the beach clear.’.z.{;
equipnment and personnel were aboard LST 571,, unloading on wed Decch pro=
';rcascm slowly until LST 574 arrived on the beach in o‘.r.!., afternoon. Mobile
equipment from LSTe was to be unloaded on Red Beach and reloaded in L3ls for
tiransy uort,at.x.on to Yellow Deach, on the mainland, LSls for this purpose, for
the moat part, were to come from unloading their cargo on Yellow Deach.

Due to ite small area Red Deach vas conjested when vc,EL;c les from only
three Léls, LST 667, LST 922 and L3I 574, were unloaded the L‘m.x st day, due
to noneavailability of LSkis until dusk. This situation clearcd up during
the night when the three LSks whiech arrived at dusk were .'Loadcd and departed

2ilow Beach at damn.

e current was very heovy an flood and ebb tides, Thoe get was southe
cast on flood ticde and northwest on ebb tide, Difficulty in hitting the
range markers for beaching slots was encountered under these conditions.
LT 4367, fivst to be:aclz, wag forced to reduce speed when tuo Lils crossed
her bow, thus cauwsing her to hit pier cned however, the ship was not
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During the first day while other LSTs were wnloading vehicles, LS¥s
and 751 dischargoed bullk cargo on to barges for tra nsfer Lo Tellow
Insufficient barges were assigned to handle all bulil in this
maiLier, S0 these two ships completed unloading on ded Beach alter unloading
mobile cargo. LST 922 also was beached on Red Beach to finish unloading
bullc cargos All cargo was to be further transported to Yellow Boach.
A1l LSTs, exeept LST 067 which was to remain in arca as cacualty
tion ghip, were compulet cy' unloaded by 1700 on 11 June, and 1STs 564,
d 922 had loaded all \/hitc Beach LVIe for return to Novetai. L3T 584
tracted from Red Beach after loadin g LWTs, and L2Ts 751 and 922 retracted
following morning shortly after dam.
On morning of 12 June, all nobile and & smell amount of bull cargoe was
ransported !'rom Red to Yellow Beach by 1SMs. The bal nce of the bylk left
n Red Beach was to be transported mter by available crafl @id bargea,

All ships of White Assault Unit aseigned Lo retwrn in uo;‘x..tin;; convoy
at 1000 an 12 June arrived in assigned anchorages before 1,00 on that date.
Officer in Pactical Command for retuwrning convoy was Cougdiider LST

Flotilla FIFTLIN,
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Sub ject s Action Report - UBUE SIX Operation - Morotai to
Brunei Bay, Borneo.

PART III.
There was no firing by ships in White Assault Unit. The performance
of ships and aircraft assigned to White Support Unit proved effective.

Combined rocket, larger ships batteries, and bombs displayed well
patierned mass destruction on the beach and in the beaching area.

PART 1V,
There was no battle damage to our own forces in the White Assault

Unit., The enemy suffered negligible damage because of the small amount
of equipment in the area subjecl to damage.

PART V.,

Special praise should be given to the well planned attack orders
prepared by Commander Amphibious Group SIX and Commander LST Flotilla
FIFTEiN. The work of subordinates was facilitated thru the completeness
of these orders.

Commumnications plaming was considered excellent, with particular
mention to making available enough frequencies for each phase of the
operation. Personnel inwolved in planning, operation and meintenance
are all to be congratulated.

It wag evident that the cneny had no intentions of defending the
White Beach area, There was no equipment or personnel to establish the
sirn of any plan for resistance. This area evidenced the fact that thepe
wae a possible plan for servicing large ships on the piers and trans-
porting by boats to and from the mainland. A large amount of approxi-
mately 12" pipe indicated a pipeline from the mainland to the island may
have been planned for fuelin; large shipse

The task of clearing the beach of heavy logs and debris could have
been greatly fag¢ilitated if all ships had at least one bull dozer aboard.
This is recommended for future operations whenever possible, ‘It is also
recomxended that air photos be talen at the extreme tides to give a true
picture of beaching conditions and beaching area.

Pfkin' VIQ

The performance of persomel was considered good under existing
conditions. There was a prompt reaction to all orders and comuands.
The only casualty suffered in the White Beach area was one Australian
dead and one American wounded. It is believed both casualties were

caused by own fire.
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